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is busy; and they that worship Him must worship Him by
being busy with Him. The Life Force needs labourers
badly, for without them it cannot work at all. Moreover,
even when it and they do work together, it is no wiser and
no quicker than they. It and its creations, the power and
the instruments, driver and driven, master and workmen,
God and His children, are all equal in a communism of
knowledge and ignorance, in a bond of adventure, effort,
trial, error, and hope. It is as if an employer were to take
his workers into his confidence, ask their advice, and
generally throw himself on their mercy. The workers are
flattered, and at once respond to their added responsibility
by determining not to let 'the governor' down. Thus the
Kingdom of God becomes a co-operative enterprise con-
ducted on modern lines, with the workers part-owners.
The Kingdom of God is theirs as well as God's, and God
cannot build it without their help and work. Such a religious
layout appeals strongly to Bernard Shaw, because he is
always anxious to help, advise, and assume responsibility.
Moreover, he likes the idea of being an active partner in a
going concern, instead of being told to believe certain things
and to act in certain ways under threat of punishment for
failure to do so.
The Life Force has neither the time nor the intelligence
to mete out rewards and punishments: if it had, it would
doubtless prohibit them as foolish. The reward of the
Kingdom of God is the building of it: that is heaven. And
there is no punishment except that of not being called upon
to build it, no hell except the hell of being passed over and
left with nothing to do but enjoy yourself. The doing and
the daring, the being and becoming, these are the delights
of heaven, just as having nothing to do and being content
are the tortures of a hell where the flames do not even
burn you.
But the choice is not between heaven and hell, but
between survival and obliteration. For do not let us
imagine that the Life Force cannot do without us. If we
fail it, it will find other partners for the work of pressing
forward its dim but mighty purpose. If man clings to his
errors and denies the light, that is not the end of the Life